BROTHER DAVE.COM’S PRINTABLE FENDER FIELD GUIDE
Serials are only a starting point in authenticating a guitar’s birth year.  The neck date on the heel of the neck (if present) and the pot date codes should all match.  There is always the possibility of some overlap between years on serials!  Be alert for counterfeit serials.  Hardware swaps are simple.  From 50 until the summer of 54, Broadcasters, Teles & P-Basses have the serial on the BRIDGE BASE PLATE.  Starting in 54 until mid 76 the serial is on the neck plate.  Mid 76 till today the serial moves to either the headstock decal or to the back of the headstock on all US/Mexican mass production.  Modern CUSTOM SHOP instruments will usually have the serial on the neck plate.   Modern Japanese serials are decaled on the base of the neck back and were on the headstock decal in 85 till 87 during the set up of the new Fender USA in Corona.

1950-1954 All 6 String Guitars:

0001 to 0999 = 1950 to 1952

1000 to 5300 = 1952 to 1954
1951-1954 P-Bass:

100 to 400     = 1951 to 1952

0001 to 0999 = 1952 to 1954

1000 to 2000 = 1953 to 1955
Summer 54 to Summer 76:  In 1957 & 1958 some serial numbers started with a minus sign ("-") or had a "0" prefix before the number. For two years only, 1959 & 60, some serial numbers were stamped at the bottom of the neck plate instead of the top. Late 1957 until early 1959 double stamped neck plates with serials on both the inside and outside appeared.  
4 to 6 digit Neck Plate Serial Numbers:  No other letters or markings on the neck plate, except for the rare "-" or "0" prefix, as specified:
0001 to 6000 =     1954

6000 to 9000 =     1955

9000 to 16000 =   1956

16000 to 25000 = 1957 (numbers with a "0" or "-" prefix are also authentic)

25000 to 30000 = 1958 (numbers with a "0" or "-" prefix are also authentic)

30000 to 40000 = 1959

40000 to 58000 = 1960

55000 to 72000 = 1961

72000 to 93000 = 1962

93000 to 99999 = 1963  
L-Series (1963 to late 1965)

Serial number on neckplate preceded with an "L". Considered Pre-CBS even though CBS bought Fender in January 1965 as production methods had not changed.   Sometimes an "L" serial number can be seen on a late 1962 model.

L00001 to L20000 = 1963

L20000 to L55000 = 1964

L55000 to L99999 = 1965
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F-Series (late 1965 to mid-1976)                                                                                   P. 2
Big script "F" on neckplate below serial number is the hallmark of the CBS era.

100000 to 110000 = late 1965

110000 to 200000 = 1966

180000 to 210000 = 1967

210000 to 250000 = 1968

250000 to 280000 = 1969

280000 to 300000 = 1970

300000 to 330000 = 1971

330000 to 370000 = 1972

370000 to 520000 = 1973

500000 to 580000 = 1974

580000 to 690000 = 1975

690000 to 750000 = 1976

Serial Number on Peghead Decal.

U.S. made Fenders, starting in mid-1976 has the serial number on the peghead. Note

the following number could be off as much as two years. Generally speaking, a "S"

prefix equals the 1970's, "E" prefix equals the 1980's, and "N" prefix equals the 1990's, Z equals 2000’s.  The next number is the year of that decade.  
Note "E" and "N" prefix models are sometimes also Japanese-made (see below).

7600000 ("76" appears bold) = 1976-1977

800000s = 1979-1981

1000000 to 8000000 = 1976-1981 (7 digits)

S1 to S5 + 5 Digits = 1979-1982

S6 + 5 digits = 1976

S7 + 5 digits = 1977-1978

S8 + 5 digits = 1977-1978

S9 + 5 digits = 1978-1981
E0 + 5 digits = 1979-1981

E1 + 5 digits = 1980-1981

E1 + 5 digits = 1982

E2 + 5 digits = 1982-1983

E3 + 5 digits = 1982-1984

E4 + 5 digits = 1984-1985, 1987-1988  *
*March 1985, CBS sells Fender name, patents & trademarks but no physical property or machinery to FMIC.  It takes FMIC 2 years to establish Corona plant from scratch.  Fender continued using the same “E4” prefix. 1985 to 1987 Fenders are made Japanese-made & may have slight serial number differences such as a "J" serial number prefix and are clearly marked Japanese.
E8 + 5 digits = 1988-1989 USA production resumes
E9 + 5 digits = 1988-1990
N9 + 5 digits = 1990

N0 + 5 digits = 1990-1991

N1 + 5 or 6 digits = 1991-1992

N2 + 5 or 6 digits = 1992-1993

N3 + 5 or 6 digits = 1993-1994                                                       COPYRIGHT 2009 D. Vasser
N4 + 5 or 6 digits = 1994-1995                                                                                       P.3
N5 + 5 or 6 digits = 1995-1996

N6 + 5 or 6 digits = 1996-1997

N7 + 5 or 6 digits = 1997-1998

N8 + 5 or 6 digits = 1998-1999

N9 + 5 or 6 digits = 1999-2000

DZ0 or Z0 + 5/6 digits = 2000

DZ1 or Z1 + 5/6 digits = 2001
DZ2 or Z2 + 5/6 digits = 2002

DZ3 or Z3 + 5/6 digits = 2003

DZ4 or Z4 + 5/6 digits = 2004

DZ5 or Z5 + 5/6 digits = 2005
DZ6 or Z6 + 5/6 digits = 2006

DZ7 or Z7 + 5/6 digits = 2007

DZ8 or Z8 + 5/6 digits = 2008

DZ9 or Z9 + 5/6 digits = 2009
MEXICAN Fenders used the same numbering scheme preceded by an “M.”  

Highway 1’s although decaled USA were finished in Mexico and usually start AMX.  

If you find a serial that does not conform to the above guide try the online resources listed at BrotherDave.Com for the oddball serials like California Series & Elites. 

JAPANESE serials on headstock decal:  Note that the "E" and "N" series does not mean the same thing here as it does US and Mexican instruments.  Fender Japan serials are a convoluted mess.
JV + 5 Digits = 1982 to 1984

SQ + 5 Digits = 1983 to 1984

E + 6 Digits  = 1984 to 1987

A + 6 Digits  = 1985 to 1986

B + 6 Digits  = 1985 to 1986

C + 6 Digits  = 1985 to 1986

F + 6 Digits  = 1986 to 1987

G + 6 Digits  = 1987 to 1988

H + 6 Digits  = 1988 to 1989

I + 6 Digits  = 1989 to 1990

J + 6 Digits  = 1989 to 1990

K + 6 Digits  = 1990 to 1991

L + 6 Digits  = 1991 to 1992

M + 6 Digits = 1992 to 1993

N + 6 Digits  = 1993 to 1994

O + 6 Digits  = 1994 to 1995

P + 6  Digits  = 1995 to 1996
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ODDBALL SERIALS:  This is an attempt, it isn’t complete or perfect.                 P. 4 Consider these examples of letter prefixes used in recent serial number schemes on limited production models. (IMPORTANT!  ** indicates check NECK & POT DATES!)
V + 4 to 6 digits (U.S. Vintage Series) = 1982-1988 **
V + 5 to 6 digits (U.S. Vintage Series) = 1989-present (model dependant)

AMXN + 6 DIGITS = California Series, '97 and '98

DN + 6 DIGITS = American Deluxe series instruments, '98 and '99

NC(XXXXXX) = Squier Strat Bullets (dating unclear)

FN(XXXXXX) = US made guitars and basses destined for the export market.

Some may have stayed in the U.S or found their way back  (dating unclear)

I(XXXXXXX) = Limited number of these "I" series guitars were made in

'89/'90 for the export market and have Made in USA stamped on neck heel.

LE(XXXXXX) = Blonde Jazzmasters and Jaguars with Gold hardware made in

1994. Sold as a promotional 3 piece set with a Blonde Deluxe Reverb Amp

CN(XXXXXX) = Korean made Fender/Squier guitars (dating unclear)

VN(XXXXXX) = Korean made Fender/Squier guitars (dating unclear)

CA(XXXXX) = Gold Strat 1981, 82 and 83

CB(XXXXX) = Precision Bass Special from 1981, 
CB(XXXXX)  = ALSO equals Gold Jazz Bass from 1982

CC(XXXXX) = Walnut Strat 81, 82 & 83

CE(XXXXX) = Precision Bass Special from 1981  
CE(XXXXX) = ALSO on Black and Gold Telecasters from 81 & 82

CD(XXXXX) = Precision Bass Special (Walnut) from 1982

CO(XXXXX) = Precision Bass Special (Walnut) from 1982

GO(XXXXX) = Precision Bass Special (Walnut) from 1982, 
GO(XXXXX) = ALSO Gold Strat 1982 & 83

D(XXXXXX) = Jazz Bass 82

SE8(XXXXX) = Signature Edition Strats **
SE9(XXXXX) = Signature Edition Strats **
SN0(XXXXX) = Signature Edition Strats 1990

SN1(XXXXX) = Signature Edition Strats 1990

SN2(XXXXX) = Signature Edition Strats 1992

SN3(XXXXX) = Signature Edition Strats 1993

3 digits of 500 = 35th Anniversary Strat from 1989-1990

G(XXXXXX) = "Strat" from about 1980**
4 digits stamped on bridge plate = 1952 reissue Telecaster 1982-1988**
5 digits stamped on bridge plate = 1952 reissue Telecaster 1988-present
BROTHER DAVE’S POT DATE DECODER RING!
First 3 numbers are makers ID code, next two numbers are year, last two are week. 

“1378812” Decodes 137 = CTS ID, 88 = 1988, 12 = 12th week of that year

“304-6237” Decodes 304 = Stackpole ID, 62 =1962, 37 = 37th week of that year
NOTE:  In 66 CBS placed a massive pot order.  These pots all date to 66 & were used from 66 until 70!  So a 1970 neck date could have a 1966 pot date.  
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